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NavCo Coalition Against Drug Abuse

A Coalition of Concerned Navajo County Residents Banned Together to:

· EDUCATE the Community on the methamphetamine & drug crisis

· REHABILITATE those who have fallen into the addiction

· ENFORCE laws pertaining to the spread of meth & drugs in our communities


PRESS RELEASE

January 24, 2008



Contact:  Debe Campbell, Coordinator,  (928) 368-7519

For Immediate Release






navcoantimeth@gmail.com
Coalition Highlights MLK Day of Service
Navajo County Coalition Against Drug Abuse marked this year’s Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday, Jan. 21, as a DAY ON—rather than a day off—for service to community through volunteerism.
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School students across the county explored through essays, posters and speeches Dr. King’s fight against the triple evils: poverty, racism and war. Awards and recognition will take place later in the month. Saturday and Monday, volunteers were stationed at community venues, encouraging the public to sign pledges of non-violence, in honor of Dr. King. The pledge is an oath against hatred, bigotry and prejudice, embracing unconditional, universal love, truthfulness, courage and compassion. Throughout the week, students in 14 county schools signed over 2,000 pledges.

When Congress officially recognized Dr. King's birthday as a national holiday Coretta Scott King was overjoyed with the recognition for her late husband and remarked, "The greatest birthday gift my husband could receive is if people of all racial and ethnic backgrounds celebrated the holiday by performing individual acts of kindness through service to others.”

Last week’s activities marked the launch of the Coalition’s MLK community grant projects, which continue this month with youth dental screenings. County school nurses to identify uninsured youth in need of dental services while community dentists volunteer services to conduct screenings for these youngsters. 

Three further projects, through May, include constructing a bus shelter; an informational kiosk and a community clean up. Each project provides participation opportunities for youth and adult volunteers throughout the community

For volunteer to participate in any of the planned projects or for information on the Coalition Against Drug Abuse, contact Debe Campbell at 928-368-7519, navcoantimeth@gmail.com or navajocountydrugproject.com .  For further information on the Day of Service, see mlkday.gov
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Navajo County Coalition Against Drug Abuse volunteers, from left, Rich Munroe, Mary Jeanne Munroe (MLK Program Director) and Gil Alvidrez, prepare banners for MLK Day programs in south Navajo County.
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Blue Ridge Mid School students sign personal pledges for 40-days of non-violence.

ABOUT THE DAY OF SERVICE 

In 1994 Congress passed the King Holiday and Service Act, designating the King Holiday as a national day of volunteer service. Instead of a day off from work or school, Congress asked Americans of all backgrounds and ages to celebrate Dr. King's legacy by turning community concerns into citizen action. The King Day of Service brings together people who might not ordinarily meet, breaks down barriers that have divided us in the past, leads to better understanding and ongoing relationships, and is an opportunity to recruit new volunteers for your ongoing work.

Participation in the King Day of Service has grown steadily over the past decade, with hundreds of thousands of Americans each year engaging in projects such as tutoring and mentoring children, painting schools and senior centers, delivering meals, building homes, and reflecting on Dr. King's life and teachings. Many of the projects started on King Day continue to engage volunteers beyond the holiday and impact the community year-round.
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Navajo County Coalition Against Drug-Abuse -

P.O. Box 1614, Pinetop, AZ 85935

(928) 368-7519, (928) 358-1645  FAX

navcoantimeth@gmail.com         navajocountydrugproject.com
Mission Statement:

To develop a diverse community representation, coordinate a sustained effort in educating and preventing the use and abuse of crystal meth through a plan for change in local social norms through prevention, treatment and vigorous enforcement of existing laws.

